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Wishing all of us a very Happy, Prosperous and Peaceful New Year 2026

The year 2025 did not surely end on a peaceful note. On 14th December 2025, a terrorist mass
shooting occurred at Archer Park beside Bondi Beach in Sydney, Australia, in the late afternoon during
a Hanukkah celebration (the Jewish "Festival of Lights” ) attended by approximately one thousand
people. Two gunmen shot at the crowd, killing 15 people, including a child. The New South Wales Police
Force killed one gunman and took the other alleged gunman, critically injured after being shot by
police, into custody. The deceased gunman was the father of the surviving gunman. Forty people,
including at least two police officers, were injured and taken to various hospitals.

The world of sports had a lot to show. At the conclusion of the F1 grand prix racing for the 2025 season,
Lando Norris from UK reperesenting Mclaren made his childhood dream a reality at the Abu Dhabi
Grand Prix when a hard-earned podium finish secured the 2025 F1 World Championship title. This was
his first world title . At the Ashes cricket series between Australia and England being played in Australia,
the home side has been on a roll beating England fair and square . Some great bowling and batting at
display . Then there is the premier league football throwing up some interesting games and even better
individual brilliance .

So we have had another year behind us. As is the case each year as we enter a New year , we move
forward with renewed hope and vigour. A silent good bye to the year 2025 and a big celebration for the
New year 2026. We enter the New year hoping for all things good , even if it is wishful thinking . It is
Hope that drives us along and the same this year too.

With a very strong hope and wish for Peace, unity and Prosperity in the New year ahead , we have the
pleasure of bringing in the first edition of the New year . Good luck to all of us .....

Light Moments

A young man Craig goes for a weekend of drinking and dancing . At the bar he finds a beautiful girl and
moves near her . To initiate a conversation he asks her about her profession. Craig asks the girl "What
do you do?". The girl smiled back and replied ,''m a nurse." Trying to present himself as a jovial and
smart guy, Craig commented . "l wish | could be ill, come to your hospital and let you nurse me,” Saying
so he looked at the girl and said,” That would be an experience”. The girl smiled back and replied, “ That
would not be an experience, that would be a miracle”. Craig looked at her with a surporised expression.

She replied back with a smile,” | work at the maternity ward.”
A child was late to school for the first time. The teacher asked him if anything was wrong. “No,” the child
said, “l wanted to go fishing, but my dad told me | needed to go to school.” The teacher was impressed.

“And did your father explain why it was important to go to school instead of going fishing?”

The child nodded innocently and said, “He said it was because there’s not enough bait for both of us.”
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Sevenseas participation at the India International Cargo Show ( lICS) at Mumbai from the 10th —
12th Dec was nothing short of amazing. Day 1 brought new faces and exciting conversations / Day
2 turned ideas into strong leads / Day 3 went deeper, strengthening bonds, building trust, and

shaping partnerships that matter. Here's a glimpse of the energy, the moments, and the magic
that made this experience truly unforgettable
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Here's some wonderful moments!
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What happens when good people, great conversations, and even better energy come together? A
night that reminds us why we love what we do. Sevenseas’s cocktail party on the 12th Dec for our
overseas partners, on the last day of the lICS exhibition wasn't just about drinks and music, it was

about connections, laughter, and moments that don't need a filter. Some snapshots from the
occasion..

A custard square (also known as a vanilla slice in Australia
and the UK) is a classic dessert featuring a thick, creamy
layer of vanilla custard sandwiched between two layers of
flaky, crisp puff pastry and topped with icing or a dusting of
powdered sugar. It is a very popular item in New Zealand
bakeries and cafes. In New Zealand and Australia, the
dessert holds a significant place as a beloved bakery staple
and a childhood favorite. It is known by various affectionate
nicknames, including “snot block" in Australia due to the
custard's texture.
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India bucks US tariffs with November exports surge: What is behind the numbers, is it sustainable

A combination of factors led to a 22 per cent surge in India’s exports to the US market in November after
two consecutive months of decline in September and October. This made November one of the
strongest months on record despite the 50 per cent US tariffs that have left a broad range of products
uncompetitive in the American market. While exporters seem resilient, data suggest that it could be
short-term factors and a trade deal could still be necessary for sustained growth.Exports in November
surged to the US as well as other markets, particularly China and Hong Kong, and to several European
markets. Exports indicate strong signs of diversification, Indian exports, particularly seafood, have
surged to China as Beijing has begun restricting imports from Japan. Indian exports to China jumped 90
per cent and to Hong Kong by 35 per cent last month. Exports to European countries have also been on
the rise ahead of the implementation of the Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) from
January 1. The new tax will raise duty on Indian engineering products from next year. In what typically
triggers stocking, Indian exporters of engineering goods grew by 30 per cent, and exports to Germany,
Spain, and Belgium surged 25 per cent, 180 per cent and 30 per cent, respectively.

One of the prime reasons for the surge in Indian exports to the US is that exporters are hoping for a deal
soon and are bearing the tariffs-related cost to maintain market access in anticipation of a trade deal.
The first part of the deal, where the US would revoke 25 per cent tariffs, is expected, as India has stepped
up crude imports from the US, signed an energy deal agreeing to source 10 per cent of its LPG imports
from the US and is set to open its nuclear sector, which has been among the key US demands. However,
exporters have said that they are no longer receiving fresh orders and most orders will end by
December. This could have a long-term impact, as Indian competitors such as Vietnam and Bangladesh
have begun receiving orders that are moving away from India. Exporters from Tiruppur, for instance, said
that they have lost nearly Rs 7,000 crore worth of winter orders from the US that will have a long-term
impact on the manufacturing hub.

Tariff-exempted goods such as electronic and drugs and pharmaceuticals grew 38 per cent and 20 per
cent respectively. These categories likely resulted in a growth in exports to the US in November and are
expected to continue going forward. Moreover, the US added more items, such as tea, coffee, spices,
among other food items, to the exempted category. Exports across these categories also logged sharp
growth.Even engineering goods exports seem to have stabilised in November, growing over 30 per cent.
This is the largest category of Indian exports, and India has been seeing an export surge to European
countries in the last few months. The sharp rise in exports in November also comes amid a rapid
weakening of the rupee against the US dollar

Travel Diaries — Beautiful Villages - Kufstein, Austria

Kufstein is a pretty little medieval town located in the Tyrolian Alps
on the Inn River. It is the second largest town in Tyrol — only the
capital Innsbruck is bigger. One of the town's best-known
attractions is the imposing Kufstein Fortress, which dates back to
the 13th century and sits high above the city. The fortress is also
home to the Heldenorgel organ, which is the world's largest outdoor
organ. While in this town, make sure to stroll down the
Romerhofgasse, an enchanting lane in central Kufstein that might
make you feel as if you've entered the setting for a fairy tale. The closest airport to Kufstein is
Innsbruck Airport (INN) in Austria (around 70-80 km away), but Munich Airport (MUC) in Germany is
often a better choice due to more flight options and easy train connections, with direct trains taking
about 1.5 hours from Munich to Kufstein
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Off Beat News - Civil Servant in Kuwait gets Prison Time for Cashing Salary Without Going to Work

A Kuwaiti civil servant was
recently sentenced to 5
years behind bars after
receiving a salary for a
decade without actually
doing any work. In one of
the strongest sentences
issued in recent vyears
against salary fraud within
the Kuwaiti public sector,
the Arab state's court of
cassation sentenced a civil
servant to five vyears in
prison and ordered him to

pay a fine of KD312,000
($1,016,000) for unlawfully pocketlng a decade’s worth of salaries from public funds despite
being absent from work during that time.

Court documents showed that the civil servant, whose name has not been disclosed by Kuwaiti
media, worked in the citizens’ service department but put in no work despite being paid for the
last 10 years. He was absent from his workplace and did not perform any of his work duties, but
his salary continued to be deposited in his bank account every month. After the anomaly was
discovered, authorities opened a criminal case against him for unlawful enrichment and abuse
of public funds. Although the civil servant had been previously acquitted by two other courts of
law, the court of cassation overturned those verdicts, considering the evidence against the man
irrefutable. Apart from the 5-year prison sentence, the man was also ordered to return the
collected salaries amounting to KD104,000 ($339,000), as well as double that amount as a
penalty.

As per sources such cases are more common than we think. Earlier this year, it was about an

Italian teacher who had been on sick leave continuously for 16 years, as well as about this French
woman who sued her company for paying her to do nothing for 20 years.

Treasures of Wisdom

A very valid lesson to keep in mind ...

Life is Strange

You come with Nothing and fight for Everything
You leave Everything and go with Nothing......

- Team Sevenseas - India




